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BIHARIS TO FLY FROM NEPAL TO PAKISTAN 

REF: NEW DELHI 3370 

1. AUTHORITATIVE LOCAL SOURCE CONFIRMS THAT AFTER CONSULTATION 
WITH BANGLADESH, GOI HAS ACCORDED AD HOC PERMISSION FOR RNAC 
OVERFLIGHTS INDIA, WITH TRANSIT STOP DELHI, TO TRANSPORT 
PAKISTANI REFUGEES FROM BANGLADESH WHO HAVE BEEN STRANDED 
NEPAL. ACCORDING THIS SOURCE, GOI AT FIRST RELUCTANT BUT 
PERMISSION WAS FORTHCOMING AFTER DIRECT PERSONAL INTERVENTION 
GOI AMBASSADOR TO NEPAL, L. P. SINGH. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND REFUGEES AWAITING TRANSPORT ARE NOT NECESSARILY 
BIHARIS, BUT PERSONS CERTIFIED BY GOP TO HAVE MET " SELECTIVE 
CRITERIA”; I. E. ( A) THOSE WHO WERE RESIDING TEMPORARILY IN 

WEST PAKISTAN PRIOR TO PARTITION; ( B) CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES; OR ( C) MEMBERS OF DIVIDED FAMILIES WHOSE PRINCIPALS 
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NOW RESIDE PAKISTAN. NINE HUNDRED FORTY- SIX ARE NOW CERTIFIED 
UNDER THESE CRITERIA AND AWAIT TRANSPORT, WHILE 3,000 LIKELY 
TO QUALIFY AWAIT CERTIFICATION IN KATHMANDU VALLEY. THERE ARE 
ALSO THREE TO FIVE THOUSAND BEHARIS WHOM GOP IS LOATH TO CERTIFY, 
EVEN THOUGH MAJORITY WERE RAILWAY EMPLOYEES AND WOULD QUALIFY 
UNDER EXISTING GROUND RULES, I. E„ THE " SELECTIVE CRITERIA 1 ' 

( WHICH OUR SOURCE SAYS ARE APPLIED " MOST SELECTIVELY.)" 

3. NO FLIGHTS HAVE AS YET PROCEEDED SINCE GOP REPORTEDLY HAS 
NOT YET SOLVED FUNDING PROBLEMS AND COULD PRESENTLY SUPPORT 
ONLY A FEW FLIGHTS. WE HAVE HEARD THAT UNHCR REP KOHOUT HAS 
RECOMMENDED UNHCR QUIETLY GRANT GOP SOFT LOAN FOR PURPOSE, 

BUT HAS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED AGAINST DIRECT UNHCR INVOLVEMENT. 
ONE OF HIS CONCERNS IS REPORTEDLY THAT IF AVAILABILITY EASY 
BANGLADESH- NEPAL- PAKISTAN ROUTE BECOMES KNOWN, REFUGEES WILL 
BEGIN POURING INTO NEPAL ( WHICH LACKS EFFECTIVE BORDER CONTROL) 

IN NUMBERS GREATER THAN PRESENT CAPABILITIES FOR TEMPORARY 
ABSORPTION. LAST MONTH ALONE, APPARENTLY, OVER 1,000 NEW ARRIVALS 
REGISTERED AT GOP EMBASSY, AND THERE ARE NO ESTIMATES OF THOSE 
WHO HAVE GONE UNREGISTERED. WHILE SOME OF THESE NEW REFUGEES 
ARE ISMAILIS WITH ADEQUATE FUNDS, THEY MUST STILL MEET GOP 
CRITERIA AND OBTAIN CERTIFICATION BEFORE THEY CAN MOVE. 
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